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Spot spraying reduces runoff of herbicides
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Herbicide runoff from sugarcane in the coastal subtropics and tropics of Queensland, Australia, has the potential to degrade the quality of water in
the World Heritage Area Great Barrier Reef. Targeted weed seeking, or banded and crop-shielded herbicide spraying technology, is increasingly
available and can reduce the area, and therefore total volume, of herbicide applied for effective weed control. Using these targeted spraying technol-
ogies may therefore reduce the loss of herbicides in surface runoff. To mimic and test the effect of targeted herbicide spraying technology on con-
centrations of herbicides in runoff, rainfall simulator trials were conducted in sugar cane paddocks across four soil types and two crop management
phases (Melland et al. submitted).
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